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Congress of the Asian Paciﬁc Society of Respirology (APSR),
which will take place in Yokohama from November 11 to 14,
2013, under the leadership of Professor Toshihiro Nukiwa.
Following the success of the previous two congresses held in
Tokyo and Kyoto, Japan, the local congress committee mem-
bers of the 18th Annual Congress of the APSR and the
Japanese Respiratory Society (JRS, formerly the Japan Society
for Diseases of the Chest) are honored to host the Annual
Congress of the APSR for the third time. As the Secretary
General of the 18th Annual Congress of the APSR and the
Associate Editor of Respiratory Investigation, an ofﬁcial English
language journal of the JRS, I would like to brieﬂy trace the
history of JRS's contributions to the APSR and share the
program of the 18th Congress of the APSR.
Though it was established in 1986, Professor Michiyoshi
Harasawa conceived the idea of the APSR four years earlier, in
1982, when he presided over the 22nd Annual Meeting of the
Japan Society for Diseases of the Chest. In 1984, his idea was
discussed at the International Relations Committee of the JRS
under the chairmanship of Professor Shiro Kira. The follow-
ing year, the establishment of a respiratory organ society of
the Asian Paciﬁc region was discussed in detail and a
declaration toward this was adopted by the Board of Directors
of the Japan Society for Diseases of the Chest. In the summer
of 1985, Professor Shiro Kira, Professor Yoshinosuke Fukuchi,
Professor A. Woolcock from Australia, and other distin-
guished respiratory physicians from Asia came together to
discuss the viability of establishing a respiratory organ
society of the Asian Paciﬁc region. After an earnest and
devoted discussion, Professor Michiyoshi Harasawa formed
the international steering committee to establish the APSR
and became its Founding President in 1986. From the estab-
lishment of the APSR onward, the JRS has given considerable
moral, academic, and ﬁnancial support to develop and
improve the APSR. At the 36th Annual Congress of the JRS
in 1997, the JRS invited young investigators from APSR
regions to hold an APSR Workshop Symposium. Since then,
the JRS has regularly invited both young as well as distin-
guished investigators from the APSR, along with participants
from the American Thoracic Society (ATS) and the European
Respiratory Society (ERS), to hold the International Sympo-
sium and the English Oral Session and to exchange ideas and
interact with each other at the Annual Congress of the JRS.The JRS joined the APSR en bloc in 2004 to raise awareness of
the APSR and to support its development.
The 18th Annual Congress of the APSR will be held in 2013
under the main theme “Creating Harmony in the Asian
Paciﬁc Respiratory Medicine”. The four-day congress will
feature a comprehensive scientiﬁc program. The postgradu-
ate (PG) course and the educational seminar for the APSR
(ESAP) are scheduled for November 11. The PG course pro-
gram comprises three main topics: COPD; lung cancer; and
respiratory infection, while the ESAP will be on the progress
in diagnosis and management of interstitial pneumonia.
From November 12th to 14th, there will be Invited Lectures,
a Special Lecture, 16 Assembly Symposia each organized by
an APSR scientiﬁc assembly, seven Congress Symposia orga-
nized by the local scientiﬁc committee, the GINA Launch
Session, and a workshop of the Japan Federation of Patient
Organization for Respiratory Disease. Also 671 abstracts will
be presented as Oral Presentations, Thematic Posters, and
Poster Discussions. The Assembly Symposia will cover scien-
tiﬁc topics of each assembly, and the Congress Symposia will
comprise a session on the pros and cons of the Dutch
hypothesis, a lung cancer session, and a COPD and asthma
session organized by young investigators. There will also be
sessions on rare lung diseases, early onset of COPD in Asia,
essential strategy for the better clinical trials of IPF, and
epidemic of fatal respiratory viral infections. In addition, 22
sponsored symposia are scheduled. Speakers for the invited
lectures are Professor Ronald G. Crystal, Professor Augustine
M.K. Choi, and Professor Ignacio I. Wistuba. In addition to the
invited lecturers, more than 100 distinguished speakers from
different regions in the world will be speaking at the con-
gress. The scientiﬁc program will present the most current
topics in the ﬁeld of respirology and provide opportunities to
learn from experts. I hope everyone will take the opportunity
to attend the 18th Annual Congress of the APSR. Please
visit http://www.apsr2013.jp for further information. I look
forward to see you all in Yokohama.Associate Editor, Secretary General of the 18th Annual
Congress of the APSR
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